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What’s  it  all  about  ?       

$$  Billions  to  Mexico !       

Drugs  &  Resource
Damage  for  the  U.S.



MARIJUANA   =   Money   for   Mexico !   

All profits go to Mexico  - drugs & damage for America



“Needle in a hay stack!”











“It’s the water!”











Getting Started.





“Home grown!”





Cultivation Indicators





Resource  Damage





























2004 - 2005
San Bernardino National Forest

• Twelve large Botello Drug Trafficking Organization 
cultivation sites were eradicated from San Bernardino 
National Forest.

• The “Botello” Cartel is a Mexican National Crime 
Organization from Michuocan Mexico.

• United States Forest Service Special Agent arrested 
10 Botello Cartel members.  These were Federal 
Arrests and Indictments.  
All arrestees were armed at the time of their arrests.

• All arrested are facing 6 to 15 years in Federal Prison.



2006
San Bernardino National Forest

• Botello Drug Cartel investigation continues.  (multi-agency)
• Investigation is now nation wide with confirmed activity in 

numerous States including  California, North Carolina, 
Idaho, Oregon, Washington, New Mexico, and others.

• So far in 2006:  65,288 marijuana plants have been 
eradicated from San Bernardino National Forest  (2 arrests)

• Every site has contained weapons including rifles, shotguns, 
and handguns.

• Potential for violence increases– growers will aggressively 
protect their investment  - huge profits are at stake.  $ $ $



“Home Away From Home”















Hidden

Dangers!



Growers are becoming more dangerous & will protect 
their crops especially when close to harvest.



Where’s  the  problem?    Potentially anywhere –
everywhere on public lands.



Look  alike 

(“Cannabis Foolus”)





Methamphetamine 

Production















Greater Awareness 
= Greater Safety

Questions  ?

Please  contact  SA  Denese  Stokes  for  
any  drug  related  questions  or  information

Telephone:   951- 315- 5872
email:   dstokes@fs.fed.us


